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Selangor benarkan solat Jumaat
40 orang bermula hariini

SHAH ALAM - Sultan
Selangor Sultan Sharafud-
din Idris Shah berkenan
membenarkan solat Jumaat
dan solat fardu lima waktu
dilakukan dengan 40 jema-
ah, tidak termasuk pegawai
dan ahli jawatankuasa mas-
jid, di 39 masjid terpilih di
negeri itu bermula hari ini )

Setiausaha Sulit Sultan ,s:;?glf:,f RAFUDDIN
Selangor, Datuk Mohamad
Munir Bani berkata, Sultan Selangor memberi
perkenan tersebut selepas menerima taklimat
daripada Pengarah Kesihatan Selangor berkaitan
kes koronavirus (Covid-19) di negeri itu.

“Baginda turut mendapatkan pandangan da-
ripada Mufti Selangor, Datuk Mohd Tamyes
Abdul Wahid bersama Timbalan Mufti Selangor,
Datuk Dr Anhar Opir, Majlis Agama Islam Se-
langor (MAIS) dan Jabatan Agama Islam Sela-
ngor (JAIS).

“Seramai 40 jemaah terlibat juga akan die-
darkan kad untuk hadir sewaktu solat Jumaat
esok (hari ini),” katanya dalam satu kenyataan
di sini semalam.

Mohamad Munir berkata, bagi mereka yang
tidak dapat menunaikan solat Jumaat secara ber-
jemaah, mereka harus menggantikannya dengan
solat Zohor di tempat masing-masing.
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Guna Al untuk pemantauan ketika PKPP

~ — ILMU

< //;\KEJURUTERAAN
~ | =\ DARIPADA
\‘/ AL-QURAN

DR MUHIDIN ARIFIN

sok dan hujung minggu ini,
lebuh raya dan jalan utama
di Malaysia dijangka sesak

kritikal. Kebebasan rentas
negeri pasti dimanfaatkan ramai de-
ngan pulang ke kampung halaman.
Selepas dikurung, rakyat Malaysia
melepaskan rindu bertemu ibu bapa
dan adik-beradik di kampung.
Apatah lagi suasana Aidilfitri ma-
sih ada lagi. Polis Diraja Malaysia
bertindak pantas dengan mewujud
pasukan petugas khas yang dikerah
bertugas di tempat strategik bagi
mengelak sebarang pelanggaran pen-
jarakkan sosial dan pematuhan prose-
dur operasi standard (SOP).
Ironinya, pada saat Malaysia mem-
beri kelonggaran, Pertubuhan Kesiha-
tan Sedunia (WHO) kembali mencetus
kebimbangan dengan memberi amar-
an keadaan pandemik Covid-19 sema-
kin buruk di seluruh dunia.

WHO mengingatkan dunia tidak
cepat berpuas hati pencapaian menge-
kang penularan virus berbahaya itu.
Penulis percaya agak sukar untuk
membendung tingkah laku pengguna
jika jumlahnya mencecah jutaan orang.

Sentiasa terbayang di benak pemi-
kiran penulis gambaran kesesakan di
perhentian rehat lebuh raya. Sebelum
ini pun kesesakan di lebuh raya dan
perhentian rehat sukar dikawal. Apatah
lagi dengan pengenalan SOP normal
baharu. Jika disorot pola di pusat beli-
belah khususnya pada hujung minggu,
kesesakan luar biasa sudah boleh di-
telah.

Penulis percaya perjalanan rentas
negeri sejak tiga hari lalu, memening-
kan kepala pihak berkuasa. Sekalipun
Kementerian Kesihatan menetapkan
SOP sepanjang tempoh pemulihan,
namun angka perjalanan pasti meli-
batkan jutaan orang.

Justeru, penulis mencadangkan
proses pengawalan dan pemantauan
sepanjang PKPP dikuat kuasa berda-
sarkan teknologi kecerdasan buatan
atau artificial intelligence (Al). Data
perjalanan termasuk maklumat ting-
kah laku dan pelanggaran SOP normal
baharu berteraskan Al

Antara sumber data yang boleh
diperoleh adalah dengan membanding-
kan pelepasan cahaya pada waktu ma-
lam. Dengan cara ini, data penginde-
raan satelit dapat mengesahkan
permasalahan di lapangan secara tepat.

Pantas

Data pelepasan cahaya malam iai-
tu kelas baharu data penginderaan
jauh, mampu mengukur jumlah caha-
ya yang dihasilkan pada waktu malam
di kawasan tertentu dan dapat diguna-
kan bagi memantau perkembangan
serta kesan ancaman kesinambungan
secara signifikan.

Sebagai seorang pengamal pelan
perancangan berdasar analisis fakta
dan angka, penulis yakin analisis data
boleh digunakan untuk membantu ja-
batan yang bertanggungjawab meman-
tau dan mengatasi ancaman berdasar-
kan kepada realiti sebenar.

Sebenarnya susah untuk memantau
tingkah laku manusia. ALLAH SWT
telah memberi amaran tentang senario
ini dalam Surah Ar-Ruum ayat 41-42
bermaksud: “Telah nampak kerosakan
di darat dan laut disebabkan kerana
perbuatan tangan manusia, supaya AL-
LAH merasakan kepada mereka seba-

hagian daripada (akibat) perbuatan
mereka, agar mereka kembali (ke jalan
yang benar); Katakanlah: adakah per-
Jjalanan di muka bumi dan perhatikan-
lah bagaimana kesudahan orang-orang
dahulu. Kebanyakan dari mereka itu
adalah orang-orang yang memperse-
kutukan (ALLAH).”

Mungkin sebagai permulaan, Ma-
laysia boleh belajar daripada India
yang menamatkan lockdown secara
kebetulan serentak dengan negara ini.
Dengan jumlah penduduk lebih 1.3
bilion, India bertindak pantas dengan
memperkenalkan pelbagai inisiatif
untuk mengekang kesan pascapande-
mik Covid-19.

Kesimpulannya, tempoh sehingga
31 Ogos ini pasti memberi satu gam-
baran jelas tentang tingkah laku rakyat
Malaysia dalam mematuhi SOP nor-
mal baharu.

Mungkin Al ialah jawapan kepada
pola pengawalan pematuhan SOP pas-
ca Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan (PKP)
dan PKP Bersyarat.

* Profesor Madya Ir Dr Muhidin Arifin ialah
Pengarah Institut Kejuruteraan Sukan
Pusat Kecemerlangan Universiti Selangor
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Pemulihan COVID-19

Lebih ramai
jemaah di masjid,
surau Zon Hijau

Kapasiti
dibenarkan satu
pertiga daripada
saiz dewan
solat utama

Oleh Latifah Arifin, Hasan Omar,
Noorazura Abdul Rahman, Omar
Ahmad, Hazira Ahmad Zaidi dan
Norzamira Che Noh
bhnews@bh.com.my

Kuala Lumpur: Semua masjid,
surau dan surau Jumaat dalam
Zon Hijau di Wilayah Persekutuan
akan dapat diimarahkan oleh le-
bih ramai jemaah apabila had ka-
pasitinya diperluaskan, mulai ha-
riini.

Menteri di Jabatan Perdana
Menteri (Hal Ehwal Agama), Da-
tuk Seri Dr Zulkifli Mohamad
Al-Bakri, untuk solat fardu dan
solat Jumaat, had kapasiti diper-
Iuaskan sehingga satu pertiga da-
ripada saiz dewan solat utama.

Katanya, Jawatankuasa Muza-
karah Khas Majlis Kebangsaan
Bagi Hal Ehwal Agama Islam Ma-
laysia turut mencadangkan Garis
Panduan Perluasan Kapasiti Solat
Jumaat dan Solat Berjemaah da-
lam tempoh Perintah Kawalan
Pergerakan Pemulihan (PKPP) itu
untuk dipertimbangkan pihak
berkuasa agama negeri.

“Jika dewan solat mampu me-
muatkan 1,000 jemaah pada sa-
tu-satu masa, maka bilangan vang
dibenarkan ialah 333 orang buat
masa ini,” katanya pada sidang
media khas, di sini semalam.

Serentak itu, beliau menjelas-
kan, semua masjid, surau dan su-
rau Jumaat turut dibenarkan di-
buka bagi kuliah Maghrib dan
kuliah Subuh yang sekian lama
ditangguhkan, selain membenar-
kan akad nikah dijalankan bagi
pasangan vang akan mendirikan

rumah tangga.

Sepanjang PKPP sehingga 31
Ogos, katanya, ruang tertentu tu-
rut disediakan untuk mereka
yang ingin singgah bersolat se-
perti musafir, pemandu dan pe-
kerja perkhidmatan e-hailing.

“Saya maklum jauh di sudut
hati wanita-wanita di luar sana,
teringin untuk kembali beribadah
di rumah Allah SWT. Berita gem-
bira buat semua Muslimah, anda
juga dibenarkan ke masjid, surau
Jumaat dan surau dengan syarat
bersama-sama dengan mahram
anda,” katanya.

Mengenai kawalan memastikan
kehadiran jemaah menepati pro-
sedur operasi standard ditetap-
kan, Zulkifli berkata, jawatankua-
sa kariah masjid, surau Jumaat
dan surau boleh melantik suka-
relawan bagi membantu kawalan
sebelum dan selepas solat.

Jawatankuasa vang sama juga,
katanya, boleh melaksanakan sis-
tem penggiliran atau apa cara
yang sesuai pada hemat mereka
bagi memberi peluang kepada
anak kariah yang lain untuk hadir
bersolat jemaah dan solat Jumaat
di masjid.

Beliau berkata, tiada had umur
bagi jemaah dewasa untuk hadir
bersolat jemaah di masjid dan su-
rau, nanun buat masa ini terdapat
kategori individu tidak dibenar-
kan, iaitu warga asing, kanak-ka-
nak berusia 12 tahun ke bawah
dan jemaah bergejala serta meng-
hidap penyakit kronik.

“Tidak ada sekelumit pun niat
dalam hati kami untuk menidak-
kan hak untuk beribadah bersa-
ma-sama di rumah Allah SWT.
Buktinya, lihatlah selama ini se-
belum ada wabak COVID-19, bu-
kan warganegara bebas beriba-
dah di mana-mana masjid, surau
Jumaat dan suran,” katanya.

Beliau menegaskan, larangan
ke atas kelompok individu terten-
tu ke masjid dan surau bukan satu
keputusan kekal kerana pembu-

kaan masjid, surau dan kebenaran
untuk bersolat jemaah termasuk
solat Jumaat sudah dibuat secara
berperingkat sejak 15 Mei lalu.

Menghuraikan lebih lanjut me-
ngenai garis panduan perluasan
kapasiti solat berjemaah dalam
tempoh PKPP di negeri lain, Zul-
kifli berkata, ia bergantung ke-
pada pandangan dan nasihat yang
dipertimbang dan diputuskan
oleh pihak berkuasa agama negeri
masing-masing.

Pada masa ini, katanya, Wila-
yah Persekutuan mula menggu-
nakan garis panduan yang sudah
mendapat perkenan Yang di-Per-
tuan Agong, Al-Sultan Abdullah
Ri'ayatuddin Al-Mustafa Billah
Shah.

Beliau memaklumkan, Jabatan
Agama Islam Wilayah Perseku-
tuan (JAWI) akan mengeluarkan
garis panduan lebih terperinei
untuk rujukan pihak jawatankua-
sa kariah masjid, surau Jumaat
dan surau di Wilayah Perseku-
tuan.

“Kapasiti (jeiaah) akan ditam-
bah berperingkat dengan maklu-
man dari semasa ke semasa atas
nasihat daripada Kementerian Ke-
sihatan dan Majlis Keselamatan
Negara,” katanya.

Di Johor Bahru, Penasihat Ma-
jlis Agama Islam Negeri Johor
(MAINJ), Datuk Noh Gadut, ber-
kata negeri itu mengekalkan had
40 jemaah, tidak termasuk pega-
wai masjid dan suran Jumaat un-
tuk solat Jumaat di masjid.

“Kita kekal dengan jumlah 40
jemaah, tidak termasuk pegawai
masjid dan surau sebagaimana
yang diperkenalkan Sultan Johor
Insya-Allah, kita bersangka baik
semua ahli jemaah dapat bersolat
Jumaat dengan sistem giliran di-
buat jawatankuasa masjid,” ka-
tanya.

DiShah Alam, Sultan Selangon,
Sultan Sharafuddin Idris Shah
berkenaan jumlah jemaah solat
Jumaat di negeri itm ditambah

daripada 12 orang kepada 40
orang, tidak termasuk pegawai
dan ahli jawatankuasa masjid di
39 masjid yang ditetapkan sebe-
lum ini,

Setiausaha Sulit Sultan Selang-
or, Datuk Mohamad Munir Bani
menerusi satu kenyataan sema-
lam, memaklumkan baginda ber-
kenan masjid dan surau di se-
luruh negeri itu dibuka secara
berperingkat susulan pelaksana-
an PKPP.

Di Melaka, kerajaan negeri
membenarkan solat Jumaat dan
solat fardu berjemaah di masjid
dan surau dengan jemaah kurang
40 peratus daripada had kemam-
puan sebenar kedua-dua premis,
selain kebenaran mengadakan ak-
tiviti keagamaan.

Ketua Menteri, Datuk Sulaiman
Md Ali, memaklumkan beberapa
surau akan turut diberikan ke-
benaran khas sebagai surau Ju-
maat sepanjang tempoh PEPP de-
ngan mematuhi garis panduan di-
tetapkan dan dengan kebenaran
bertulis pihak berkuasa agama ne-
geri.

Di Alor Setar, Pengarah Jaba-
tan Hal Ehwal Agama Islam Ne-
geri Kedah (JHEAIK), Mohd Yusri
Md Daud, berkata jumlah jemaah
dibenarkan hadir solat Jumaat di
masjid seluruh negeri itu dalam
tempoh PKPP kekal 12 orang da-
lam kalangan pegawai masjid dan
jawatankuasa kariah.

Di Kota Bharu, Timbalan Yang
Dipertua Majlis Agama Islam dan
Adat Istiadat Melayu Kelantan
(MAIK), Zulkifle Ab Raliman, me-
maklumkan Kelantan masih me-
ngekalkan bilangan jemaah solat
Jumaat 40 orang sehingga satu
keputusan lain dibuat.

-|  dihadkan mengikut

Garis panduan

solat berjemaah
di masjid, surau

» Penjarakan sosial
di dalam, luar masjid

» Jarak antara jemaah
1 meter, wajib pakai
pelitup muka

» Keluar masuk masjid
dengan teratur, jaga
penjarakan terkawal

» Jemaah berwuduk
di rumah, bawa
sejadah sendiri

» Jika wuduk terbatal, bo-
leh berwuduk semula
di pili air dibenarkan
sahaja

* Jemaah terus bersurai
selesai solat

» Tidak bersalaman, ber-
sentuhan sepanjang
di masjid

» Tiada perkumpulan
selepas solat Jumaat,
sama ada dalam atau
luar masjid

» Jawatankuasa masjid
buka kaunter di pintu
masuk untuk periksa
suhu badan, sanitasi
tangan, rekod kehadi-
ran jemaah

» Sanitasi ruang solat, ka-
wasan sekitar termasuk
tandas, ruang wuduk
sebelum dan selepas
solat

» Penggunaan tandas

jumlah tandas

» Kehadiran jemaah
direkod dalam buku ke-
hadiran atau aplikasi
disediakan jawatankua-
sa masjid

» Pintu masjid hanya di-
buka sejam sebelum
azan, ditutup sejurus
selesai doa dibacakan
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Wargﬂ MSU menyampaikan barang keperluan asas kepada masyarakat

5 A

Orang Asli pada program MSU HEAR 3.0, baru-baru ini.

Warga MSU kongsi rezeki
bersama masyarakat

Shah Alam: Impak penularan
wabak pandemik COVID-19
di Malaysia tidak menjadi hala-
ngan kepada warga Manage-
ment and Science University
(MSU) untuk menyumbang khi-
dmat bakti kepada masyarakat
pada bulan Ramadan lalu.

Program jalinan masyarakat,
MSU HEAR 3.0 ini menyaksikan
MSU melalui Jabatan Pemban-
gunan Kerjaya dan Pelajar (SCD)
menyerahkan sumbangan beru-
pa barangan keperluan asas, ma-
kanan dan zakat kepada anak-
anak yatim, Orang Asli, miskin
bandar dan orang kelainan upa-
ya (OKU).

Turut disumbangkan ialah to-
peng muka dan cecair pembasmi
kuman termasuk yang diformu-
lasikan oleh MSU untuk langkah
pencegahan dalam memutuskan
rantaian COVID-19.

Ia membabitkan kunjungan ke
Kampung Orang Asli Air Kuning,
Rumah Anak Yatim dan Bimbi-
ngan AtTagwa, Rumah Anak Ya-
tim Baitul Hidayah, Pusat Jaga-
an Warga Emas Lembaga Zakat
Selangor serta Pusat Jagaan dan
Latihan Insan Istimewa IMC.

Bagi kumpulan sasar miskin
bandar pula menyaksikan kun-
junganwarga MSU ke Flat PKNS
Seksyen 7, Seksyen 19, Kam-
pung Padang Jawa, Pangsapuri
Melewar TTDI, Flat Gasing In-
dah Petaling Jaya, Kampung
Melayu Subang, Cheras, Teluk
Panglima Garang, Pelabuhan
Klang serta Klang.

Turut dikunjungi, pihak berau-
toriti yang berperanan penting
semasa Perintah Kawalan Per-
gerakan (PKP) iaitu Ibu Pejabat
Polis Kontinjen (IPK) Selangor,
Ibu Pejabat Polis Daerah (IPD)
Shah Alam, Balai Bomba Sek-
syen 9 dan Bukit Jelutong serta
Balai Berita NSTP Shah Alam
dan Sinar Karangkraf Sdn Bhd.

Program MSU HEAR 3.0 turut
mendapat kerjasama Yayasan
MSU serta merupakan hasil
penerapan budaya Giving and
Grateful (2G) merentasi semua
warga MSU.

Ia bermatlamat untuk mengga-
lakkan warga MSU agar bersama-
sama berganding bahu berkongsi
rezeki dalam menyantuni golo-
ngan kurang bernasib baik seki-
tar Lembah Klang.
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Slashing
budge

The movement control order in
place since March 18 resulted in
lower revenue for Klang Valley’s
local governments, especially since
rent collection from facilities and
stalls they own had to be waived
during the period. Now, DBKL and
councils have no choice but to revise
their expenditure for this year. >2&3
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AWWARVURARA AL

MPS lost more than RM500,000 in revenue from waiver of rental for council-owned stalls in view of Covid-19 outbreak.

Budget reviews for
local governments

Unplanned costs, rental waivers and supplementary
aid for Covid-19 among reasons for revenue drop

By EDWARD RAJENDRA,
OH ING YEEN, JAROD LIM
and BRENDA CH'NG
metro@thestar.com.my

THE Covid-19 pandemic has left its
indelible mark on every aspect of
life.

As the country’s economy largely
came to a halt during the move-
ment control order (MCO) put in

place to flatten the curve and break

the chain of infection, a large por-
tion of the population was left
without income and revenue.

In turn, the government and pri-
vate sector alike helped out in
numerous ways, including reduc-
ing property rentals or waiving the
payments altogether.

For local councils, the upshot of
that is less revenue and that means
they have to revise their budgets
accordingly.

StarMetro takes a look at the sit-
uation in the municipalities and
cities in the Klang Valley.

SHAH ALAM

The city council, MBSA, is expect-
ing a loss in revenue this year.

Its corporate communications
head Shahrin Alunad said all
departments had been asked to
look through their budgets again
for the year.

“We will see what needs to be

done after the reviews are complet-

ed,” he said.

When contacted, Selangor Local
Government, Public Transport and
New Village Development
Committee chairman Ng Sze Han
said the revenue and income for
both the state government and
local councils this year were
expected to be lower,

“The movement control order
will definitely have a big impact on
the overall budget, so our revenue
is expected to be lower this year.”

He said local councils and even
the state government had to bear
unplanned costs, such as rental fee
waivers, equipment for disinfec-
tion exercises and protective equip-
ment for its frontliners,

“All these costs were not budget-
ed for the year but had to be spent
nonetheless.

“In light of this, all local councils
will have to review their budgets
and spend wisely,” he said.

KLANG

The municipal council (MPK) is
reviewing its budget for this year,
with all its departments facing sub-
stantial cuts.

Council president Dr Ahmad
Fadzli Ahmad Tajuddin said the
budget cuts would impact all 21
departments and units, including
his office.

“0ur income has reduced due to
the impact of Covid-19 and move-
ment control order (MCO) that

shuttered businesses.

“Uncertainties abound but we
need to move to a gradual state of
restart with cautious steps.

“And it is imperative to prioritise
expenditure within available
resources.”

Ahmad Fadzli said MPK's imimne-
diate plan was to have each depart-
ment and unit reduce their bu
by 30% across the hoard on
non-committed expenses.

“We will defer all big purchases.
Those involve oflice equipment
such as new computers, machin-
ery, vehicles for field work and sta-
tionery in bulk, " he said.

Even with its initial projected
revenue, the original 2020 budget
would have a deficit of RM32.3mil
as MPK had approved RM246.7mil
for this year,

The amount to be cut collectively
following the budget review is an
estimated RMB3mil.

The council president said
department heads who could not
meet the 30% target would have to
give justification.

In view of the MCO, MPK has
waived the fines for late payment

of assessment fee, which is RM20,
and exemption of rent for council
buildings.

Based on the sums from previ-
ous years, the council will be forgo-
ing more than RM1.3mil in the
assessment arrears penalty.

“The rent exemption totals
RM701,445.” said Ahmad Fadzli.

“We also spent RM426,876 to
help the homeless, which included
giving food, shelter, face mask and
hand sanitiser, and also reached
out to the underprivileged in sever-
al neighbourhoods through coun-
cillors.”

He disclosed that MPK was sup-
posed to get RM90.5mil in assess-
ment for the first half of the year
but had only received RM73.9mil
so far, while the council managed
1o collect only RM10.2mil of the
outstanding arrears totalling
RM37.9mil.

“Councillors had requested to
upgrade small parks in their zones
but this now would have to be
reviewed.

“lunderstand that RM1mil is
required for each zone but we will
need to see the proposals in detail

PEAABAT SETIALISAHA KERAJAAN NEGERT SELANGOR

NORPG
TIWGEAT 4, BARGUNAN SULTAN SALIHUDDIN ABOUL ATIZ SHA.
A0, SHAH ALAM, SELANGOR
e Tl 36584 T4E4/745T/ T M Fa : 835513 5560

il sbtakbbanges Bmal cnm

Page 2 of 3

30%.

All depart-
ments and
units have to
reduce their
budget by

MBSA will
make a deci-
sion after all
departments
have looked
through their
budget again.

Shahrin Ahmad

A large slice
of council
revenue was
assessment
taxes.

AB Naicker
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Local councils, including MBSA, have to spend on unexpected things like disinfection exercise
because of Covid-19.

and note the importance of those
projects in current times.

“For the present moment, we
have to take a conservative
approach,” he added.

It is learnt that some of MPK's
development projects amounting
0 RM47.9mil may be deferred as
well.

Ahmad Fadzli said the Covid-19
outbreak had dramatically ampli-
fied the uncertainties for small-
time traders.

“Our vision is to help reshape
small businesses by bringing them
onto the council’s digital platform,
Klang i-Plaza, to market their prod-
ucts.”

On basic municipal services, he
gave assurance that rubbish would
be picked up, drains cleaned and
grass cut according to schedule.

He said the targeted budget cuts
were 1o ensure sufficient allocation
for the essential services.

SELAYANG

Selayang Municipal Council
(MPS) saw a loss of more than
RM1mil in revenue in the month of

ril. said its president Shamsul
Shahril Badzila Mohd Noor.

“The state government

ed that two pay
would be waived, which are the
RM20 late assessment penalty and
rental for council-owned stalls,

“This meant we could not collect
RM900,000 and RM521,902, respec-
tively.

“We understand that the opera-
tors themselves cannot open shop
and cannot work so they do not
have any income for the month,”
he said of the 1,833 stall operators
in the municipality who were
exempted from rentals for April.

“For May, we know that there
are also quite a few who still can-
not operate and so we may offer a
discount on the rental fees,” he
added.

Despite the losses in revenue,
Shamsul said MPS’ operations func-
tioned as normal and cost-cutting
measures were not needed yet.

However, he said the council
would apply for funds from the
state government to be used for
infrastructure projects like road
works and other repairs,

“1 have sent the letter to the state
and I hope our request will be
approved,” he added.

SUBANG JAYA

Community leaders do not think
that the lack of rental collection
will affect Subang Jaya Municipal
Council's (MPS]) revenue in a sig-
nificant way.

US] 16 Residents Association sec-
retary Edward Kor said, “In my
opinion, the collections from rental
of halls and other council facilities
only contribute a low percentage
of their overall yearly revenue.

“The council has many avenues
10 increase the collections,

“I doubt that the lack of such
rent collection over the last two
months has a huge impact on their
revenue.

MPK is reviewing requests from councillors for allocations to upgrade parks in their
zones.

reserved parking bays in front of the shops.

of rent collection will make a
major difference.”

He said a large slice of council
revenue was assessment faxes.

“There had been talk of increas-
ing assessment before the MCO,”
he added.

PJS 9 Rukun Tetangga deputy
chairman Mohd Noor Ahmad
offered a different perspective,
saying that maintenance of the
public halls and facilities was not
cheap.

“S0 if there are no rentals for
quite sometime, it is a cause for
concern.”

US] 13 Rukun Tetangza chair-
man and Zone 3 Residents
Committee treasurer Kelvin Chew
said, “This is the reality that every-
body is facing due to the suspen-
sion of most activities during the
MCO."

5515 Ad Hoc Business
Committee representative Datuk
Samson Marman said the commit-
tee had requested that MPS] waive
the rental fee for the reserved
parking bays in front of the shop-
lots and the council had agreed for
the two months of MCO.

“That is RM350 a lot per month.

“Also, many licences had expired
and were renewed without com-
pound,” he pointed out.

He noted that councils with a
diversified income base were bet-

“And as ratepayers, resid
expect the local council to still per-
form their duties dilizgently,” he
added.

5517 Rukun Tetangga chairman
AB Naicker shared similar senti-
ments.

“How much are the rentals and
summonses contributing to MPS]'s
overall budget?

“I don’t think the MCO and lack

ter d

“Loss of rental income is only a
temporary sethack as postponed
events like weddings still need to
be held in the council halls. So
there is no major loss of income,
just a temporary deferment.”

Samson said waiving daily park-
ing fees, extending expired busi-
ness licences and ceasing com-
pounds were short-term 60-day

Maintenance

of public halls

and facilities is
‘ not cheap.

Mohd Noor Ahmad

2

Loss of rental
collection from
public faciliies
is only a tem-
porary setback
for MPSJ.

Datuk Samson Maman

—

measures that councils like MPS]
could afford although the MCO
severely dented their income from
rental of halls and facilities as well
as licensing activities.

“We appreciate the efforts of
those councils that are pro-active
during the restriction period. But
we are not out of the woods yet.

“Working together and commu-
nications are the keys to cormmuni-
ty sustainability in difficult times
and it breeds less animosity.”

According to MPS] councillor
Ken Chia, who is a member of the
council’s infrastructure committee,
MPS] will have a special meeting
s00m to discuss the budget.

MPS] could not be reached for
comment.

KUALA LUMPUR

For the country's capital city, an
estimated RM92mil had been allo-
cated to assist the people during
this Covid-19 outhreak.

A Kuala Lumpur City Hall
(DBKL) spokesman said the
amount was an additional sum on
top of the original DBKL budget
announced in December last year.

DEBKL is waiving six months’ rent for its PPR residents.

Page 3 of 3

MPS) agreed to the 5515 business committee's request to waive rental fee for

“The supplementary aid is just a
rough estimate to-date,

“There may still be changes to it
ziven that the Covid-19 situation is
ongoing.

“The allocation will be used to
assist hawkers and petty traders,
residents of public housing, the
homeless as well as the frontlin-
ers,” he said.

According to DBKL's 2020
budget, the total expected expend-
iture is RM2.29bil while DBKL is
expected to collect RM2.52bil in
revenue including RM1.24bil
(49.1%) from assessment tax.

“There will not be any budget
cuts from the original budget but
our revenue is definitely affected.

“We do not have the final statis-
tics and figures yet since it is an
ongoing pandemic,” said the
spokesman.

The aid given by DBKL includes
a one-off RMS500 incentive to
licensed traders in Kuala Lumpur
as well as rent exemption for six
months from March to August for
all residents of its People's
Housing Projects (PPR) and the
National Economic Action Council
(PPR-MTEN) housing projects.
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STEEP INCREASE
Traders lament
300% rental hike
at Pasar Besar
Jalan Othman

in Petaling Jaya >4
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By OH ING YEEN
ingyeen@thestar.com.my

PASAR Besar Jalan Othman traders
were shocked to receive a letter from
Petaling Jaya City Council (MBPJ])
notifying them of increase in rental
by more than 300%.

Vegetable seller Wong Fee Heng
said she received the letter on June 4
which stated that the new rental was
RM400 per month, a significant
increase from the previous RM85.

The new rental covers utility,
cleaning and maintenance costs,
except for coconut storage and
fridge.

The letter also stated that traders
could not hire foreign workers.

“Some have already paid the per-
mit for their foreign workers and yet
they cannot be employed to work at
the market now,” she said.

Another trader was seen in tears.

The unnamed fishmonger, an
85-year-old single mother who has
been selling her wares at the market
for 42 years, said the rental hike was
a burden.

They were among traders who
aired their plight at a press confer-
ence near the market yesterday.

It was previously reported that the
market was closed temporarily after
several Covid-19 cases were detected.

Jalan Othman Market Association
vice-president N. Rajaratnam said
with the market closure, traders
were without income for a month
and now faced the issue of rental
hike.

“This is not the right time for a
rental hike. MBP] has decided to
increase the rental without discuss-
ing with us first,” he said.

He added that there were 578 trad-
ers in the market and they were
allowed to resume operations in
stages. Currently, only 30% are
allowed to do so.

The previous rental varied accord-
ing to the type of business.

For chicken sellers like
Rajaratnam, it was RM140, while it
was RM85 for vegetables sellers.

With the new ruling, it is RM400
for all traders.

Under new guidelines, Rajaratnam
is not allowed to slaughter chickens
on site but has to get chickens from
wholesalers and store them in the
freezer.

“The chickens are slaughtered at
2am and we sell until noon. To pre-
vent the chickens from going bad, we
keep them in the freezer and that
costs an extra RM250 per month.

“Previously, refrigerator cost was
included in the rental.

“Customers want fresh chicken.
Because of this new ruling, I see a
70% drop in business,” he said, add-

Rental hike
upsets traders

They say 300% fee increase at
Jalan Othman market a big burden

y

A
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Chew (left) consoling the tearful 85-year-old fishmonger. Looking on behind

them is Adzly. — SAM THAM/The Star

ing that the area for vegetable sellers
had also decreased.

He understood the council’s deci-
sion to allow only local workers for
health reasons but said more time
was needed to allow traders to
adjust.

He said it cost RM50 to RM55 per
day to hire foreign workers and
RM70 to RM80 for locals.

“The current foreign workers
already know what to do, but we
need time to hire new workers and
train them.

“And it is not just about the differ-
ence in wages. Some locals have
poor work attitude. They would
work for a few days and suddenly
not turn up for work,” he added.

Adzly Ab Manas from Umno
Volunteer Lawyers Team said trad-
ers went to Umno and MCA service
centres to highlight the rent issue.

“Aside from the rental hike, anoth-
er issue is the guidelines traders
have to adhere to, which state that
they cannot have foreign workers.

“During the recovery movement
control order (MCO), market traders
are allowed to operate for only six
hours.

“They need one hour to prepare
for business and another hour to

close. This means they only have
four hours to do business; is that
enough for them?

“They also have to deal with
increased costs in rental and labour,”
he said.

Petaling Jaya MCA Youth chief
Anson Lim Han Boon proposed that
the council either not increase rental
or grant free rental for six months to
allow traders to recover from the
losses incurred during the MCO.

Petaling Jaya MCA secretary Chew
Hian Tat said Malaysians nationwide
were suffering from the effects of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

“The state government and mayor
should be concerned about the peo-
ple’s welfare,” he said.

After the press conference, Lim
and his team went to MBP] in hopes
of meeting the mayor to highlight the
traders’ woes.

However, the trip was in vain.

Lim said they were not allowed to
meet the mayor as they did not have
an appointment.

“This is not a friendly practice. We
went there with the traders associa-
tion representative to discuss their
plight,” he said.

MBPJ has yet to reply by press
time.
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More mosques allowed to hold Friday prayers

PETALING JAYA: More mosques
throughout the country have been
allowed to hold Friday prayers and
the congregational obligatory
prayers starting today under a set
of strict rules.

Also allowed to hold Friday
prayers are surau with the special
permission to conduct the prayers
subject to the same rules.

The rules include limiting the
worshipers to one-third of the
prayer hall capacity or 40 people in
certain places, wearing face masks,
performing ablution at home and
bringing their own prayer mat.

In Klang, Selangor announced
that 39 mosques in the state that
were allowed to hold Friday prayers
and the congregational obligatory
prayers with a maximum of 12
worshippers during the conditional
movement control order (MCO),
could now accept people.

Selangor Ruler Sultan Shara-
fuddin Idris Shah’s private secretary
Datuk Mohamad Munir Bani said a
congregation of 40 people, exclud-
ing mosque officials and committee
members, could perform the
prayers in selected mosques.

He said cards would be issued to
the 40 people who would be attend-
ing the Friday prayers.

Mohamad Munir said Sultan
Sharafuddin, after taking into con-
sideration all information and
advice related to the status of
Covid-19 in Selangor, consented to

e
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Following the SOP: Masjid Negara staff preparing the prayer hall for
Friday prayers by marking the social distancing required on the floor
of the mosque. — AZLINA ABDULLAH/The Star

mosques and surau in the state to
be opened in stages.

He, however, said all surau,
including those allowed to hold
Friday prayers, were not allowed to
open yet.

In Putrajaya, Minister in the
Prime Minister’s Department Datuk
Dr Zulkifli Mohamad Al-Bakri said
mosques and cormunity surau in

the Federal Territories’ Covid-19
Green Zones would reopen for the
congregational Friday and obligato-
Ty prayers.

He said Yang di-Pertuan Agong
Al-Sultan Abdullah Ri'ayatuddin
Al-Mustafa Billah Shah had given
his consent.

“The mosques and surau can only
accommodate one-third of the

prayer hall capacity.

“The committees may appoint
volunteers among the congregation
to assist in controlling the crowd
before and after prayers.

“It is up to the committees to
decide on any appropriate method
or rotation system to be fair to
others wanting to perform congre-
gational prayers in the mosque or
surau,” he told a press conference.

Zulkifli said the number of wor-
shippers would be increased in
stages, as advised by the Health
Ministry and the National Security
Council.

Johor, Perak and Penang have
allowed mosques and selected
surau to hold Friday prayers and
the congregational obligatory
prayers.

The Raja of Perlis Tuanku Syed
Sirajuddin Syed Putra Jamalullail,
however, urged Muslims in the
state to remain patient as currently
only those aged 19 to 59 were
allowed to pray in congregation at
the mosque.

“Be patient as patience is part of
the faith. The decision made is in
the best interest of the people to
prevent this outbreak (Covid-19)
and one day, the decision to allow
everyone to pray in a congregation
will be announced (when the out-
break ends),” he said during the
swearing-in ceremony of state
executive council members at
Istana Arau yesterday.
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